Informed Consent (an Example)
During the Fall of 2005, Dr. Jane Doe and a group of research assistants are conducting a research project on how college students feel when engaged in a variety of commonly enacted activities. The study involves a series of questionnaires that will take approximately 90 minutes to complete. For the principal instrument you will be asked to name five activities that are important to you, then you will be asked how feel when participating in these activities. Other questionnaires in the packet will assess the role your parents played in introducing you to these and other activities. Participation in this study is worth three PIPER credits.  At the discretion of course instructors, PIPER credits beyond any applicable course requirements may be worth “extra credit.”
All of the information will be confidential, with the results of the study reported only in terms of grouped data; no individual responses will be reported. All of the instruments have been widely used in studies with college students. Should you feel that any of the questions in the surveys are particularly personal, feel free to skip that question or any other question that you would prefer not to answer. You can discontinue participation at any time.  The level of risk or discomfort associated with this research is judged to be equivalent to engaging in normal social conversation about the activities being evaluated.
Dr. Doe and her research assistants appreciate your giving of your time to this project. Should you have any questions about the study, please contact Dr. Doe by phone (609-555-5555) or by email (doe@tcnj.edu).

Statement of Informed Consent:

I have read the above description of the research being conducted and understand that: (1) The study is being conducted on a volunteer basis and that I may decline to participate, or decline to answer any question as I deem appropriate. (2) My personal responses on the questionnaires will be confidential and the findings will be reported in terms of grouped data from the sample participating in the study.  I also certify that I am 18 years of age or older.
I agree to participate in the study described above.

___________________________________       _________________________________

Signature




     Printed Name

________________________

Date

