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Spring 2014

Fall Award: Outstanding Research Scholar
Winner: Sophie Kay

Sophie Kay has demonstrated continued involvement in research with two psychology faculty: Dr. Jason
Dahling and Dr. Lisa Grimm. She has spent four semesters working in Dr. Grimm’s Motivation, Individual
Differences, and Stereotypes in Cognition, or MISC Lab, and 2 semesters in Dr. Dahling’s Organizational Psy-
chology Lab. During the fall semester, Sophie conducted an individual study project with Dr. Dahling on goal
pursuit among students and is using the daily-diary method to collect data from TCN]J student participants.
Sophie also has begun her Psychology Senior Honors Thesis with Dr. Grimm. Her thesis involves regulatory
focus and its effects on exercise performance. In addition to her extensive work with Dr. Dahling and Dr.
Grimm, Sophie conducted a research project with Dr. Jarret Crawford during the 2013 Mentored Undergradu-
ate Summer Experience, or MUSE, at TCN]J. For this project, she used archival data from national survey da-
tabases to study psychological predictors of state-by-state electoral outcomes. Finally, Sophie demonstrates ex-
ceptional promise for continued research in psychology after she graduates from TCN]J this May. In the fall,
she will begin her PhD in industrial/organizational psychology at Georgia Tech and will focus her work on
emotions in the workplace. Sophie clearly exemplifies an outstanding research scholar in psychology. On be-
half of the entire psychology faculty and staff, we congratulate you, Sophie.
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Spring Award: The Marshall P. Smith Scholarship

Winner: Gordon Sayre

Gordon Sayre is a Psychology major who does outstanding academic work and has participated in a number

of interesting psychology-related activities. He has been an active member of Dr. Jason Dahling’s Organiza-
tional Psychology research lab since he was a freshman, when he began as a volunteer in Dr. Dahling’s lab.
Thereafter, he has now completed several projects with Dr. Dahling, including an Individual Study investigat-
ing the effects of individual contingent self-worth on writing quality and quantity. In the fall of 2014, Gordon
plans to start on a Psychology Senior Honors Thesis under Dr. Dahling’s sponsorship. In addition to his Psy-
chology coursework, Gordon has demonstrated leadership experiences among the campus community. For
example, Gordon has served on the Psychology Department Student Advisory Board and the TCN]J Student
Finance Board. Gordon’s campus activities also include his service as a tutor in the School of Humanities and
Social Sciences. He also completed a legislative internship with New Jersey Senator Jeff Van Drew. Gordon’s
career plans include pursuing a Ph.D. in Human Factors or Industrial/Organizational Psychology and future
work in either an industry or academic setting.
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