Psy375: Social Psychology Seminar Topic:  Cross-Cultural Psychology

Rice, Sheep and K-Pop:  Culture and Psychology in South Korea
Program Dates in South Korea: June 21- July 2 (Readings and discussions to be conducted online prior to departure so that when we’re in South Korea, we can focus on experiencing the culture instead of sitting in the classroom and doing readings.) 
Would you rather eat a bowl of rice or chomp down on a sandwich?  How about a slice of sheperd’s pie or a bowl of goat curry?  How does our culture influence our food choices, and how do the ways in which human societies farm or herd influence our culture?  And what can we tell about culture and culture change through its popular music? 
In this Cross-Cultural Psychology course (PSY375), we will learn about the different ways in which cultures vary (rice/wheat/herding/collectivist/vertical, and more!), and explore the ways in which culture influences every aspect of who we are and how we interact with each other by experiencing a culture vastly different, yet very similar, to ours.    
In this Faculty-Led Study Abroad course, students will meander through royal palaces, join the rush of downtown, and experience the vibrant night market.  We will visit the Demilitarized Zone, where South Korean soldiers face off against North Korean counterparts across the world’s most militarized border.   Students can meet the next K-Pop stars as we explore the busking districts to catch the street performers, and attend an optional theater performance that combines the modern-day K-Pop beats with Korea’s traditional music.  We will also visit a traditional Korean folk village, and stay overnight at a Buddhist temple and practice Mindfulness Meditation.  And in between, we will visit the Korean Folk Museum and the National Museum, visit the sites of Korea’s Independence movement, and learn what it takes to make kimchi, the pickled vegetable without which no Korean meal would be complete!	Comment by June Kim: Can delete this part if the description is too long to fit in the newsletter.
Interested students should apply through TCNJ’s Center for Global Engagement.  More information can be found on the Global Engagement webpage, or by using this QR code:  
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Students are also welcome to sign-up on this page or visit using the QR code below to be informed about upcoming Info Sessions:
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Study abroad page.




